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Armenian expert :

The second workshop of the International Film Festival for
Children and Youth (IFFCY), titled Iranian Contemporary
Cinema for Children: Focus on Abbas Kiarostami and Ma-
jid Majidi was held on Wednesday at the Central Library of
the host city, Isfahan.

At the workshop, the Armenian filmmaker Anush Babayan
elaborated on her experience and the course of getting
acquainted with the Iranian films, particularly those made
by the two prominent directors Abbas Kiarostami and Ma-
jid Majidi.

The session was attended by a number of young filmmak-
ers and foreign guests.

Iran a pioneer in cinema industry

She said that she had made enormous efforts over the past
years to get access to the distinguished films of Iranian
directors, such as Cow made by Dariush Mehrjoui.
Describing “the long history of the Iranian cinema” as
noteworthy, the filmmaker said, “Only a few years after
the Lumiere brothers invented the cinematograph, Iran’s
cinema was born.”

“Attention to the industry by my Iranians is of great impor-
tance, as there were only few countries in the world that
were interested in cinema,” Babayan said.

Referring to the theatre and cinema school that was
founded in Iran in 1904 by Ovanes Ohanian, she said, “The
first talking film of the Iranian cinema was made in 1934
putting the country on the same ranking with Germany
and the US.”

The filmmaker said that two Iranian films, namely Qeysar
made by Masoud Kimiai and Cow by Mehrjoui caught her
attention when she was delving into the modern era of
cinema in countries all around the world.

“No country would progress to a decent status overnight,
but a correct solid foundation can ease the progress in the
future,” she explained.

In the 1960s, she said, Iran’s national television was
founded, and a few years later the festival for children be-
gan to be held in the country.

“A move that was rare in the entire world,” Babayan hailed
Iran’s leading role in the field.

Majidi and Kiarostami gave new life to Iran’s cinema
Nearly 10 years after the Islamic Revolution, she noted,
Iran’s cinema underwent a rebirth that was accompanied
by the works of the two prominent filmmakers: Kiarostami
and Majidi.

Both filmmakers began their careers with films focused
on children, she said adding that Kiarostami’s works were
made during the time he was at Iran’s Institute for Intellec-
tual Development of Children and Young Adults.

The films were reminiscent of the acclaimed French film-
maker Jean Vigo’s Zero For Conduct, Babayan said of
Kiarostami’s short films.

She praised Kiarostami’s choice of actors and the scenes
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focused on children’s eyes when they are expressing their
feelings when they are tearful.

Another admirable characteristic of Iranian acting is the
lack of distracters that make the viewers concentrate on
their faces mimic due to their appearance, she argued.

Emotions characterizes Majidi’s films

Speaking on Majidi’s style, she said that the Iranian di-
rector knows well how to work with the actors and has a
particular style, much similar to the social realism.
Referring to the ubiquitous scenes of running in Majidi’s
films, Babayan said such scenes denote the characters’ in-
ternal feelings that make the films much more impressive.
“Characters and heroes in Majidi’s film, or maybe in all Ira-
nian-made films, are characterized by being overwhelmed
by sense of sacrifice, love of family, conscientiousness and
values that seems to be never outdated,” she said.

“Love, including the type found between sisters and broth-
ers, or a father and his son, are portrayed in Majidi’s film,”
the Armenian filmmaker said.

The short film God Will Come, is an outstanding film made
by Majidi, she said adding that the film left a strong im-
pression on her and her son.

“It is acknowledged, not only by me but also by many ex-
perts, that Iranian cinema is of a unique style,” she said.

Kiarostami’s works wrapped in philosophy

“If Majidi is seen as a filmmaker who lives with his films’
characters on the earth, Kiarostami is considered to have a
view that is philosophical as he tried to express his sense
of loneliness through his films,” she said.

Heroes in Kiarostami’s kids films are more creative, smart-
er and even more romantic than the child characters of
Majidi’s films, she maintained.

The Koker trilogy of the Iranian filmmaker is of great sta-
tus in his films, she said adding that Kiarostami’s seemed
to make efforts to embed films within other films.

He was not afraid of choosing a common place topic for
his films, the Armenian film maker said.

“In the movie Through the Olive Trees, Kiarostami could
manage to correctly link the love between lovers to the
tragedy of the earthquake in the northern Iran,” she said.
Statistics show that some 130 films are annually produced
in Iran, Babayan said comparing the figure with her own
country which has been trying to pass through restructur-
ing after the fall of the Soviet Union.

Referring to the co-production of Iran and Armenia, Yeva,
made by Anahid Abad, she said that Yerevan welcomes
more cooperation with Iran in the field of co-production.
The 32nd edition of the International Film Festival for
Children and Youth is under way in Isfahan. The cinematic
event was officially opened on Monday August 19 and will
be wrapped up on August 26.

Seventy-eight foreign guests from 27 countries are partic-
ipating in different sections of the festival.
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Mehmet Aktas: Co-produced films bring
two cultures together

Mehmet Aktas in the second panel of the 32nd International Film
Festival for Children and Youth (IFFCY) in Isfahan said on Wednes-
day that making joint film projects is like inter-cultural marriage that
brings various cultures and traditions together.

“Co-production is like marriage,” the Turkish producer said, “in
which, mostly, two people from two different cultures meet and de-
cide to live together for a long period of time.”

In such projects, you bring two or more traditions together to make
one film, he said in the panel titled Co-Production in Europe, Turkey
and Iran at Isfahan’s Central Library.

For example, Aktas said, in a project of co-production in Iragi Kurd-
istan, there were a combination of Iranian and European cast and
crew.

“Each side learns from the other,” he said of the benefits of the joint
projects for all sides.

“Co-production makes it possible to merge two film landscapes and
languages,” according to the producer.

Regional cooperation, for example among Iran, Irag, or Turkey, in
filmmaking is of great importance, he said.

Aktas who is originally from Turkey but mostly works in Europe said
that producers in Europe look for directors with a new language of
filmmaking.

Speaking about the audience of films, he noted that filmmaking
about children differs from filmmaking for children.

When filmmaking for children, one should portray the world from
the view of children, he said adding that there should be a balance
between the facts on the ground and the world of children.

The 32nd IFFCY (August 19-26) is underway in the Iranian historical
city Isfahan. Beside the local experts and filmmakers, it hosts some
78 foreign guests from 27 countries.

Web Series Jury Members Announced

Director of 32nd International Film Festival for Children and Youth, Alireza Tabesh, has appointed the jury members of
Web Series section.

Director and animation and web series tutor, Amin Hagshenas, animation and web series scriptwriter, Hadis Lezer Gholami
and media and cyber activist Mojdeh Lavasani will select the films lining up at this section of the festival.

Presided by Tabesh, the 32nd International Film Festival for Children and Youth is currently underway in Province of Isfahan
on Aug 19-26, 2019 in the feature, short story, web series, long animation, short animation sections.

O«V/;c)%’/;‘g’



S
o

6 livesheep Lyoxi )i & o yicniS Loaii€dan s
ilas GG Jla ) L la i)l 38 FY Crass

49m 1023like Replay

Kolah Ghermezi official %

Hidereplay
@ Kolah Ghermeziofficial o531 als ola 53 Kaa
TG
49m 1023like Replay
Hidereplay
& Jitgar @ o G Ukl ) sae sl S Vs
: @---Uis0 OF

49m 1023like Replay
Hidereplay

@ Rambodjavan & ##85 S (g 5o jladi Ly i
A€ S e B 03 i QAT
49m 111like Replay
Hidereplay
@ Jiiigar @ 3308 (6 e jladi 3kl Ly dasy

iy L 4 0 galily a0 508
55m 2567 like Replay

Hidereplay

Hojiiiii 732 ulSail 4udivas 4iul el 4inl ailla olga
@il _aan e L 1 lud) 354 ¢ gea
56m 2567 like Replay

Hidereplay

@ navid mohammadzadeh & @il alas ) oY)
D¢ S Km0 b by 4n

58m 2567like Replay
Hidereplay

Hojiiii 732 359 4800 43 (5 A oLkl (lal
I PBL ISRt RANT)
58m 3040like Replay
Hidereplay

O AliAnsarian  adU8) s gac gladdl yi 51 S0 o

_ Al 5 p 00 Dl s i s
62m 666like Replay

Hidereplay

e Quentin tarantino & o bl oiS sl Kaa
lej‘,l‘,.':l_'ulié‘)uﬁ)h;’mﬂ?bgaa‘}u.g
62m 666like Replay
Hidereplay

g mohammad bahrani S ) G yad 5y S ol
b AT 40ai Clasa <o 3l i

Qv

¥ 212236 Likes

Jiiigar clilial o) S S Ka il
M Saat o Saat o sia_ s 8t
41m

famil e door PRTIOL T\ I P P PR

41m T723like Replay

L

Hidereplay

Hamed Behdad & SKaa asuacil galal
aSaik  Schleay Jia

0

41m 1like Replay

| Dibiii official CRa s GSSaa oy

bz

13m 889like Replay

View morereplay (173)
RobertDeniro®  Sis o dle Laiy) 2%y e

A5 O 5103 05 pa (A 5 SK353
15m 1200like Replay

o




