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Preparing a City for
an International Film Festival

Preparing a city for an
international film festival is not
simple at all. Isfahan film festival
has three committees to organize
this great event. Here we mention
some of their works before and
during the festival.

Tourism branding for the city

The goal of the Tourism and

Urban Marketing Committee

is to introduce Isfahan and the
festival to the Isfahani, national
and international audiences in

an attractive and different way.
The committee, which in previous
years hosted guests from different
countries, this year released
bilingual to trilingual videos with
postcard images of

Isfahan. This committee tries to
invite more guests from all over
Iran and the world to the virtual
tour of Isfahan. They try to show
the link between Isfahan and the
filmfest via these videos. For this
reason, spaces were chosen as
film locations that are not famous
even to the people of Isfahan. The
golden room of Hasht-behesht
palace, Amin-ol-tojjar house and
Ashraf all are among these places.
Also, to present a cosmopolitical
image of Isfahan, videos with the
presence of the Armenians and
Georgians of Isfahan was prepared
to invite Armenians and Georgians
children and national and
international audiences to watch
the festival films. The films that
are produced in a cooperation with
the international committee of the

festival will be sent to the cultural
advisors of Iranian embassies so
that different countries receive this
cinema and tourism invitation. It
should be noted that this idea for
the first time has been performed
at a festival and even Other
festivals, such as CIFEJ and Berlin,
have never done the same in the
field of branding and advertising.
International and Urban Diplomacy
Among the topics that Increased
the international prestige of the
33rd Film Festival, are high-level
video messages from mayors of
five sister cities of Isfahan including
Kuala Lumpur, Freiburg, Dakar,
Baalbek and Issy-les-Moulineaux,
as well as the written message of
the mayor of the Italian sister city
of Isfahan, Florence. This has never
happened before and there was
not such a close connection among
between Isfahan Festival and its
sister cities in the past editions

of the festival. Emphasizing the
importance of inter-city relations,
especially in the field of culture,
these messages contained special
appreciation of their mayors as
representatives of their cities and

citizens for Isfahan Film Festival.
The messages noted that It was
great that the Isfahan filmfest
was held for children and youth
because they are under so much
pressure due to the pandemic.
Regarding Covid-19 pandemic,
there was an untied message
from children of all over the world
in different languages video
messages: “Life is go on.”
Advertising and the appearance of
the city

Among the most special events

of the 33rd International Film
Festival for Children and Youth
was the appearance of the city and
the advertising because the first
day of this international event
was on the last days of Safar (the
second month of the lunar based
Islamic calendar. It is a special
month for Shia Muslims). So

this year Isfahan was decorated
with symbols of the festival
during one night. 40 banners, 55
storyboard, 250 lampposts and

14 three dimensional and rotating
billboards have been installed in
the city. The main elementin all
of these works was the images of
Isfahani children in 18 different
designs that were intended to
create real joy and happiness
across the city. Also, since the
festival was held online, a main
part of the advertising was on
internet. Due to the outbreak of the
new coronavirus, 3000 masks and
500 pixels with the symbol of the
festival were

A Puppet Behind
The Scene

On the fifth day of the 33rd
International Film Festival

for Children and Youth, the
workshop “Puppet Film and

Its Connection with Children
World” with the participation
of Lee Thompson, puppet
director from England and
Ramanjit Kaur, actor, director
and teacher of children’s
theater and cinema from India
held online. Lee Thompson
said: “Puppetry equals good
acting and good puppetry
equals professional acting.

It is even easier to play in

the theater than to make a
puppet, because when you are
angry, excited or happy, your
face and body automatically
show these emotions, but the
puppet has to show emotions
by designing proper postures.”
He continued: “Different
puppets show a common
sense in different ways, but
puppets without emotion
show emotions better than all
puppets because they show

a wider range of emotions,

but if a puppet has a happy
face, it can hardly get angry.”
Describing puppetry as a great
way to express childish feelings
and emotions, Thompson said:
“The children themselves know
this. They like to tell their own
stories in any way.” Thompson
concluded. “I think this is about
our childhood.” Referring to the
history of puppetry, Ramanjit
Kaur said: “The first puppet film
was made in 1926 by a German
director named Lotte Reiniger.
It’s about Prince Ahmed’s
adventure in the Thousand
and One Arabian Nights.
Shadow puppetry is used in
this film.” Kaur continued: “ In
this decade, the most beautiful
scenes in movies could be
created by puppetry.”




