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The first panel of making a joint film at the internation-
al committee of the 32nd International Film Festival of
Children and Youth was held on Tuesday (August 20) in
presence of the prominent Serbian filmmaker Mirolijub
Vuckovic at the Central Library of Isfahan.

At the meeting, Vuckovic elaborated on the process of
making a joint film by Iran and Serbia, sponsored by Farabi
Cinema Foundation. The panel was followed by a press
conference on the process.

Noting the complexity of making a joint film, he said that
the agreement between Iran and Serbia was made in the
international film festival in Germany based on the stan-
dards of both countries.

“Serbia is cooperating on making joint films with other
countries, including Greece and France. Now, based on the
ethical and environmental standards of Iran and Serbia the
agreement was made with Farabi as a result of a shared
understanding. Therefore, joint festivals and student and
professor exchange in the field of filmmaking and cinema
are expected,” he said.

Vuckovic added that the archive of the joint films will be at
Serbia’s conservation center for arts, he added.

“The center is willing to cooperate with Iran, and will re-
main committed to the principles of the agreement,” the
Serbian filmmaker said.

“For 12 years, | have been studying the cinemas of coun-
tries, and it was the cinema of Iran that caught m eyes. The
cinema is one of the most important arts that have been
focused by the center. Opening institutes for preserving
arts and keeping the joint productions is another principle
of the agreement,” he explained.

The filmmaker said, “Tehran, Shiraz and Tabriz are the
cities that have been chosen for making the joint films.”

The international department of the Farabi Cinema Foun-
dation made lots of efforts and coordinated many sessions
of talks for reaching the agreement, he said. It was con-
cluded at the end that 6 projects, 3 related t each coun-
tries, be examined and one of them be chosen for pro-
duction. The project will address the field of young and
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adolescent movies, and probably will be inclined to kids’
movies.

He also said that the most important issue for making a
joint film is to make sure that no mistakes will be made on
economic, ethical and cultural dimensions, as there would
not be any second chance for trial and error.

There are, he said, three models of joint film production.
“Organic model is a model in which the producer is mo-
tivated to produce a film for a country other than his/her
own. And there would be a common issue between the
two sides that is recounted in the form of a story or nar-
ration and is realized in the film. The technical model is
another model in which there would be no shared cultural
point between two countries, but the location, means or
investment are shared.”

Vuckovic, also a film critique, referred to the Iranian film
Qasr-e Shirin, as a good example of a movie which is pro-
duced based on technical model.

He then added that the third model is a specific model of
joint production that is based on ideas exchange in terms
of technical issues for making a film.

The Serbian filmmaker argued that there are two truths
when it comes to filmmaking. One is what one sees on
the screen, he said, and the other is the reality that takes
place on the ground.

The two are not necessarily the same, he noted adding
that the artistic elements of a film can also cover the
events of everyday life.

He highlighted the importance of letting children and
young adults implement their own ideas and forms in-
stead of pre-planning their minds, Vuckovic said, “In the
third approach, a competition between children and young
adults of the two countries can be raised to make different
films based on specific ideas.

He noted at the end that one of the characteristics of the
cinema of Serbia is that the tax paid for making a film will
be reimbursed after three months so that the filmmakers
can invest the money in their films.

This is a advantage in making a joint film, Vuckovic said.
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Head of Iran’s Cinema and Audio-Visual Organization said
that good management of film making for children will
pave the way for more growth of the country.

In a2 message to the 32nd International Film Festival for
Children and Youth, Hossein Entezami emphasized the role
of children and young adults in the society.

The full text of his message comes as follows:

In the name of God

The importance of children and the youth is known to ev-
eryone in the society. This is because they are supposed to
build the future of this valuable land, and cinema can play
a unique role in forming their ideals and goals.

What is expected from cinema of children and the youth is
to produce and present competent and befitted works, this
will affluence the path of growth and prosperity. There is
the hope that Children and Youth Film Festival will indeed
intensify this passion among its audience in Iran and around the globe.

| do sincerely wish success and grace for all the activists of this field and have no doubt that they have a great share in
building a bright flourishing future.

Int’l Children Film Festival to promote global peace

The director of the 32nd International Film Festival for Children and Youth (IFFCY) in a meeting with the jury members

emphasized the benefits of such cultural gatherings to the international community.

“We believe that the peace, dialogue and tolerance will be strengthened in major cities such as Isfahan as a result of hosting

such events,” he said.

He also expressed hope that their experience in the event will lead to future cultural cooperation. Seventy-eight foreign

guests from 27 countries are attending the 32nd edition of IFFCY, according to the director.

Alireza Tabesh at the meeting that was held at Isfahan’s Kowsar Hotel also expressed gratitude for hosting such an event

in the historical important Iranian city.

He noted that it has been scheduled that the foreign guests visit the magnificent sites of the city beside their festival

activities.

The director said that Isfahan was one of the main cradles of civilization in Iran, and the capital of the country for a

long time.

“Isfahan is a very important city, particularly because of the coexistence of the followers of several religions,” Tabesh said

adding that even in one street, there are mosque, syna-

gogue, charge, and fire temple.

Eighteen out of the 32 editions of the IFFCY have been held

in the city.

| Explaining the reason of choosing the city as the host, he

| said after the war imposed by the former regime of Iraq,

| Iran was struggling with numerous challenges, therefore

| the authorities of the city, as a major Iranian city, decided
to play the host to the event with the aim of restoring the

ﬁ livelihood in the city.
Referring to the history of filmmaking in Iran, he said Ira-

‘ nians this year will celebrate the 120th birthday of cinema
in their country. On such an occasion, he said, the festival

| has managed to establish a video library of Iranian-made
movies for the first time.

" The library is has currently 200 films, he said inviting the
foreign guests to visit the section to get more acquainted

with the cinema of Iran.

He also noted that the developments of the modern era—industrialization, globalization and digitalization—entails adjust-
ments in the world of cinema for the new generation of customers.

“Those born after the year 200 are equipped with high knowledge of digital media, with the least idea, if any, of the ana-
logue cinema” he said, “So, we decided to add the Webseries section to the festival to meet the needs of the generation.”
The 32nd IFFCY was inaugurated on Monday evening August 18, and will run until August 26.
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