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Cinema and art, a bridge to enhance Iran-Iraq ties

Iran and Irag have a lot in common in terms of culture and
politics, that is why reinforcement of joint filmmaking with
Iraq is a priority for Iran.

In a meeting attended by the 32nd International Film
Festival for Children and Youth Director Alireza Tabesh,
the festival International Manager Raed Faridzadeh and
Director General of Iragi Cinema and Theater Department
Ahmed Hassan Moussa the ways for expansion of mutual
ties were reviewed.

Tabesh expressed hope that the two sides could reach an
agreement for producing joint film.

He added the Farabi Cinema Foundation has created a
department for producing joint films, adding that Iran at-
taches great importance to expansion of ties with neigh-
boring countries, Iraq in particular.

"During the festival you can watch the films that are being
screened at the festival. This is the first time the festival
has created facilities for festival guests to watch live,"
Tabesh added.

"We hold several important festivals in our country at in-
ternational level including Fajr Film Festival, the Children
and Youth Film Festival, the Short Film Festival and the
Documentary Film Festival which are among the most im-
portant international and that Iraqi films can also attend in
these events," he added.

"As you know, Iran and Iraq have a lot in common in terms
of culture and politics, that is why developing joint film-
making with Iraq is a priority for Iran," he added.

"So far, dozens of photo exhibitions on Arbaeen Walk have
been held in Iran and the event's pictures have been tak-
en by Iranian photographers, as well as several films have

Tabatabaei:

produced by the Iranian Young Cinema Association. An-
other of our requests is to hold a photo exhibition during
this important religious event in Irag," he added.

In a meantime, the festival International Section Director Raed
Faridzadeh said: "One of our proposed subjects is to make a
joint feature film with the theme of Hashid al-Shaabi."

The idea was also expressed during a meeting of the two
countries' culture ministers. In this case, we turn political
negotiations into pragmatic measures, he added.

Mussa, for his part, said:" We and the Iranian people have
many goals in common and there is a very good relation-
ship between the two countries."

"Cinema and art can deepen this relationship as well. One
of our suggestions is joint film productions. Of course,
for co-production, we need to reach something that both
parties are satisfied," he added.

He added that the Iragi cinema industry is not active, but
there are several movie theaters in Iraq.

“Iranian film "Mohammed Rasulullah” was highly wel-
comed among the Iragi people. Iragi people bought tickets
to the movie a week before the movie was released.

"We are ready to sign a Memorandum of Understanding
on joint product development and we would like to launch
one of the Iranian films about Muharram from the begin-
ning of this month. In addition, we would like to invite the
makers of Iranian films to be released in Irag," he added.
He also invited the Iranian filmmakers to hold workshops
about Iranian cinema in Iraq

"At the time of the screening of Iranian films in Iraqi cin-
emas, a space could be allocated for displaying photos of
the Arbaeen Walk," the Iraqgi official added.

International Section of Children Filmfest Highly Welcomed

An official of the 32nd International Film Festival for Chil-
dren and Youth said the international section of event has
been highly welcomed.

Tandis Tabatabaei who is in charge for providing foreign
films for the festival underlined that the international sec-
tion of the festival enjoy vast diversity.

She added that the international section of the festival is
comprising four sections including

Features, Animated Feature, Short and Animated

Short Films.

"In this section, we have tried to have movies from all con-
tinents and actually involved some five continents. But our
main focus has been on Asian and European countries. We
also have had a special look at Scandinavian and Nordic
cinema," she added.

She underlined that 12 Features, 10 Animated Feature, 9
Short and 11 Animated Short Films have attended in the
International Section of the festival.

Tabatabei said the festival has also put its spotlight on
joint production between the Asian and the European
countries.

"We also have special programs for reviewing the Den-
mark, Georgia and Tatarstan films," she said.

Selected films of Annecy International Animation Film Fes-
tival will also be displayed on the sidelines of the festival,"
she added.

She reiterated that two films will be also displayed in the
International Section's workshops.

"One of film which is attending in the competition sec-
tion will experience its first world screening in Iran and its
name will be announced later," she added.

Pointing to the importance of joint production, she added
several films produced jointly between China and the US as
well as China and Canada are also attending in the Inter-
national Section of the festival.
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Cinema ground for int’l talks, peace:
Iranian Festival director

Director of the 32nd edition of the International Film Festival for Children and Youth
(IFFCY), Alireza Tabesh said that cinema make the countries closer together and set
the ground for dialogue and peaceful relations between them.

Tabesh who was addressing the foreign guests of the festival said that we would like
to applaud the children and young adults who are in our gathering.

The feast was held on Thursday evening in a historical house in the Iran’s central
city of Isfahan.

“I would like to welcome all guests of the 32nd IFFCY from 27 countries who are
accompanying us in the cradle of Iran’s art and literature, Isfahan,” he said.
“Tonight, you are hosted in a historical house in Isfahan that is turned into the mu-
seum of contemporary arts. At the festival, the few early days of which has been
passed and a few more is ahead us, we are discussing the cinema of children and the
youth, co-production and the related intellectual issues. | hope that the cooperation
continues in the future and reach gain achievements. Cinema closes our countries to
each other and set the stage for talks and peace,” he said.

The guests visited Isfahan’s museum of contemporary arts.

The 32nd IFFCY (August 19-26) is underway in the Iranian historical city Isfahan.
Beside the local experts and filmmakers, it hosts some 78 foreign guests from 27
countries.

Tabesh calls for expansion of ties with
Konya Film Festival

Director of the 32nd International Film Festival for Children and Youth, Alireza
Tabesh, said the web series section of the event could pave the way for expansion of
ties with Konya Film Festival in Turkey.

Tabesh made the remarks in a meeting with Director of Konya Film Festival Abdolsa-
tar Yara on the sideline of the 32nd International Film Festival for Children and Youth
currently underway in Isfahan.

Tabesh also stressed the need for boosting cultural ties with Turkey, adding that
Isfahan is an important headquarter for children and the youth film festival.

He added that there are great capacities for sisterhood agreement between Isfahan
and Konya.

Yara, for his part, said the event could play a key role for introducing Iran's children
and the youth capacities.

Yara added the event is a best opportunity to introduce the two countries artistic
products.

He said the festival have prepared the ground for Turkish people to become ac-
quainted with Iranian contemporary cinema.

Presided by Tabesh, the 32nd International Film Festival for Children and Youth is
currently underway in Province of Isfahan on Aug 19-26, 2019 in the feature, short
story, web series, long animation, short animation sections.
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